Opinion Survey Results
67 Responses

1. Are you a: (Check all
that apply)

Dorchester
County Resident

82%

Dorchester
County Property Owner

60%

Dorchester
County Business Owner

25%

Person Employed
in Dorchester County

Visitor

2. What is your primary
residence zip code:

39%
3%

1
1
1

1
2
2

23
1

9

4

16
2

2

1

3. Are you optimistic about
the future of Dorchester
County’s social and
economic well-being?

Very Optimistic

11%

Somewhat Optimistic

51%
26%

Not Optimistic

Very Not Optimistic

9%

No opinion

3%

4. Dorchester County
has experienced slow
and steady housing and
population growth over
the past 50 years. For the
future, when considering
actions and policies
which may affect housing
and population growth,
do you believe the County
should seek to:

5. Recently the County
has received several
proposals for largescale (utility) renewable
resource (solar fields)
power generation
projects that would
be located on large
areas of land now used
for agriculture. When
reviewing proposals for
these developments, how
do you feel the County
should proceed?

6. Would you recommend
Dorchester County as:

21%

37%

12%

5%

25%

Maintain the same slow and steady growth

Moderately increase housing and population growth and balance with the protection of open space
Substantial increase housing and population growth

Allow for growth, but focus it in towns

No opinion

Permit the conversion
of agricultural land

35%

Guide their location to less productive
agricultural soils or other lands

23%

Not permit the conversion of
agricultural land for such development

Minimize potential visual and
noise impacts to surrounding uses

A place to
live
A place to
work
A place to
raise a family
A place to
retire
A place to
visit and vacation
A place for
seasonal living

19%
8%

35%

7%

14% 5%

62%
36%

50%

19%

6%

23%

25%

Highly Recommend

20%

52%

31%

41%

23%
20%

45%

Recommend

1

22%

58%

Do not Recommend

5%
5%
10%

Do not know

7. What are Dorchester
County’s three greatest
strengths and assets?

Affordable cost of living and housing

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

9%

Agricultural heritage, culture, and character

42%

Central location in the Delmarva Peninsula

17%

Public services and facilities

2%

Has not experienced urban sprawl like other counties

16%

Historic heritage

11%

Heritage and water related tourism

17%

Hundreds of miles of coastline

17%

Local produce / Farmer’s markets

11%

Low crime

3%

Low taxes

5%

Maritime heritage, culture, and character

19%

Natural resources/Scenic beauty

44%

Our communities / Our people

9%

Proximity to recreation, outdoor activities, and leisure

12%

Public spaces (Ex. Sailwinds)

3%

Quaint towns

3%

Employment opportunities 0%
Route 50

5%

Seafood industry / Aquaculture

27%

Slower way of life

19%

Cambridge-Dorchester Regional Airport 0%

8. What are the three
most critical issues
facing Dorchester County

0%

10%

Flood hazards

20%

Lack of access to healthcare

36%

Lack of population growth 5%
Lack of public transportation

2%

Lack of quality affordable housing

6%

Lack of quality jobs

47%

Lack of recreation opportunities 5%
Lack of trained workforce

25%

Limited broadband and cellular coverage 5%
Loss of farmland / open space

24%

Loss of historic structures and resources 5%
Loss of industries and manufacturing

27%

Need for a positive approach to renewable energy (ex. solar panel fields)

11%

Need for expanded sanitary sewer and water services 0%
2%

Need for more road and bridge maintenance
Need to improve access to water and navigable waterways
Need for zoning enforcement

11%
5%
6%

Not enough commercial retail and businesses
Pollution in the Chesapeake Bay
Shoreline erosion / Coastal changes / Sea level changes

40%

11%

Lack of access to quality education

Need for expanded solid waste services (ex. recycling program)

30%

17%

22%
3%
17%

50%

9. Do you support or
oppose the following
potential projects:

A Chesapeake Bay Bridge
crossing in Dorchester County

27%

30%

Hurlock to Cambridge Rail-Trail

West Cambridge bypass road

30%

16%

39%

30%

10% 1 10%

Oppose

Support

Protect rural villages from
nuisance flooding and storm surges

61%

Change building codes and regulations
to reduce risk in flood prone areas

59%

18%

8%

34%

18%
23%

71%
37%
32%

47%

Allow beaches and wetlands
to naturally migrate inland

35%

40%

Allow the development and housing
market guide flood mitigation
and coastal change adaptation

34%

28%

Oppose

No Opinion

6%
18%

45%

Purchase / buy out frequently flooded
properties using government funds

Support

16%

48%

Build dikes, seawalls, and
bulkheads to keep water back
Purchase / acquire land at risk
from coastal changes from willing
land sellers using government funds

16%

26%

58%

Elevate buildings in areas at risk
from flooding using government funds

18%
31%

76%

Elevate buildings in areas at risk
from flooding using private funding

15%

23%
42%

Using clean dredged material
from waterways to build up
marsh areas and barrier islands

14%

24%

27%

Increasing funding for research

No Opinion

Strongly Oppose

68%

Avoid building new structures
in areas at risk from coastal change

9%

20%

6%

49%

Strongly Support

2

8% 8%

45%

19%

Dredging to create navigable
waters and raise barrier islands

10. Would you support
or oppose the following
potential actions to
address flooding and
coastal changes in
Dorchester County or
reduce its impacts?

16%

25%

21%
25%
38%

11. What are the three
biggest opportunities
for Dorchester County’s
future?

10%

0%

A Chesapeake Bay Bridge crossing in Dorchester

20%

40%

24%

Capitalize on emerging agricultural markets

23%

Expand historic heritage-based tourism

18%

Expand nature-based recreation and tourism

21%

Expand of broadband and cellular service areas

11%

Expand or creating more events

13%

Expand the seafood industry and aquaculture
Expand walking and biking paths

30%

21%
8%

Improve access to water and navigable waterways

10%

Increase jobs related to the tourism and service industry

10%

Increase reliance on renewable energy sources 5%
More growth in and around towns

11%

More industrial development

26%

More residential development 0%
More retail, dining and entertainment
Preserve maritime heritage and culture

19%
10%
19%

Protect open space and natural resources

21%

Provide quality education with new technologies
To be a prime vacation and retirement destination
To maintain a “slower way of life”

12. What are the three
most pressing threats
to Dorchester County’s
future?

10%
11%

10%

0%
A Chesapeake Bay Bridge crossing in Dorchester County

20%

30%

Ability to attract new retail and businesses

36%

Ability to create more local jobs
Ability to extend and maintain public infrastructure and facilities in rural areas

29%
5%

Ability to maintain a thriving seafood industry
Ability to provide public services to rural areas

15%
3%

Ability to provide quality education and trained workforce to entire county

Decline of population in southern part of Dorchester County

41%
2%

Decline of industries and manufacturing

36%

Increasing flood hazards
Lack of access to healthcare

11%
7%

Lack of population growth

11%

Loss of a “slower way of life”
Loss of community identity

15%
0%

Loss of farmland, open space and natural resources
Loss of historic character of towns and villages
Shoreline erosion / Coastal changes / Sea level changes

40%

23%

28%
8%
21%

50%

13. There is land in
the northern part of
County which has
less environmental
constraints than the
southern portion of the
County. How should
these vacant and open
lands be managed?
(Rank in order of
importance with 1 being
the highest and 6 being
the lowest. )

1. Preserve rural landscape and farmalnd
2. New development in towns and villages that is consistent with the existing scale and character
3. Balance open space with new development
4. Encourage all types of new development
5. Encourage large scale commercial development along major roads
6. Encourage new, affordable, and quality housing options

